
REFLECTIONS
God has been so good to us!  I re�ect over the last 12 months and 
see clearly how God has been directing and blessing the 
development of JBYM.  One year ago, we were praying for two North 
American families to help in the re-establishment of the 
infrastructures at the ranch in preparation for the work with young 
men and boys by the end of this year.  God provided for that need by 
allowing Tim and Sara Martin and Conrad and Naomi Gingerich and 
their family to be willing to take on this great challenge.  We 
wondered if we would be able to clear the brush and thorns that had 
overtaken so much of the usable acres.  We hoped that someday we 
would be able to have an airplane, allowing us to comfortably and 
e�ciently transport cargo and personnel to and from this 
out-of-the-way place.  God used the unusual weather patterns in the 
Petén during February and March to provide the many workmen 
needed to clear the land.  He directed the Mennonite Air Mission 
board to o�er to sell us their airplane. This provided not only an 
airplane that we were familiar with from people we can trust, but 
also the best aircraft of its class, used all over the world in this type of 
mission endeavor.

Many things have been accomplished in one year. Pastures have 
been reclaimed and accommodations cleaned and repaired.  Two 
generators have been rebuilt, and solar panels and a battery bank 
installed to provide the convenience of longer hours of electricity 
and fewer hours of generator use.  In place of the fertile ground left 
to wild growth and brush, the �rst crop of corn is being harvested.  
Progress is being made to re-open the runway and dates are being 

set to clothe the hangar with new steel.  Fences have been built, the 
road repaired, a dock erected, cattle purchased, and plans laid out 
for the future.  We truly have been blessed in having the support of 
several work teams and youth groups visit the ranch, eager to lend 
a hand in reclaiming the function and future of this property and its 
buildings.  Even more exciting to me, however, is how God has used 
the process of these events to build and shape His likeness in the 
lives of our team and those who have volunteered their time and 
skills in this material phase of our ministry. 

We rejoice that God has provided an administrator who will live 
on-site at the ranch.  Nelson and Susan Plett, along with their 6 
children, plan to move in early December.  On the heels of their 
arrival, the ministry to youth will o�cially begin.   JBYM will 
continue to develop with the arrival of the �rst young men and 
boys in the next few weeks.  Just as God has provided for all of our 
needs in the past, we trust Him to continue to show His power in 
directing  young men and boys to JBYM who will �nd a new 
direction through a relationship with Christ.  Pray with us that He 
will provide families who know Spanish and understand the Central 
American culture, in order to provide a family structure for the 
youth.   We trust Him to continue to give us the love, courage and 
grace to point these souls to Him.

Certainly God has been good to us!  In the last 12 months the thorn 
trees that once brazenly infected the pasture have been hacked 
down.  Many poisonous snakes have been killed.  The many people, 

who have been involved in preparing the many aspects of this 
new ministry, have been granted safety and protection.

My prayer is that God can continually use the work at JBYM to 
hack down the thorns in the hearts of youth, young men and 
boys...  thorns that have grown unhindered for years and perhaps 
even generations.  May the power of Satan in their lives be 
destroyed and may Christ receive the honor and glory due as 
they �nd new freedom in Him.  Why do we doubt that He will?

“Being con�dent of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
”Philippians 1:6
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… about the history of JBYM through Dara 
Stolzfus’ book, Jungle Breezes.  It is available at 
Living Water’s Christian Bookstore in Linwood, 
Ontario, or at Amazon.com. 

Jonathan and Vivian and family;
Thank you for taking the time & 
energy to come & spend a few weeks 
with us in the jungle. Your expert 
knowledge with generators was 
greatly appreciated! It takes many 
willing hands and talents to 
accomplish God's work. Thank you for 
being willing to be used in this way! 
Your family was a real encouragement 
to us!



Mynor & Mirna
Mynor & Mirna & their 4 yr. old daughter live in the 
groundskeepers house on the property. We value Mynor’s skills 
in farming in the Peten, general knowledge of mechanics and 
the connections he has with the community. Mirna has also 
been a big help with teaching the women how to prepare local 
fruits, vegetables and native dishes and many tips on how to 
live in the jungle.

Cattle & Horses
In August we bought our �rst 6 
cattle. In October we bought 
another 23 cattle and 1 horse. We 
are hoping to raise and sell them. 
It is part of our plan to be as self 
su�ciant as we can as well as give 
the boys some responsibility.

from the Team

His Promise Never Fails

Nelson & Susan Plett & Family
About a year ago, the Plett family came to Guatemala. They planned to stay in 
El Chal four months in order to learn some Spanish and experience another 
culture as a family.  They extended their stay, and �lled the need as houseparents 
in El Chal. After spending �ve weeks in Canada they will take on a new 
assignment with JBYM. Nelson will be the ranch administrator and their family 
will be the �rst to have boys living with them.  Truly, another example of God 
providing the right people for the speci�c needs of His work, at the right time.  



To let our light shine before others in such a 
way that they will see our good deeds and 

glorify our Father in heaven.

To create a setting where youth from 
dysfunctional homes can learn practical 
life skills and, most importantly, come to 
trust in Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior through the powerful in�uence of 

Christian families.

To build Christ’s Kingdom by discipling 
the hearts, minds and hands of youth and 
equip them for future service in their own 

communities.

Before

After

Pastures
It has been exciting to see this metamorphosis. Ten foot thorn bushes and dense brush had grown up in many usable acres of the 
property. Many local workers under Mynor’s direction chopped these former pastures with machettes. The workmen were paid 
for every poisonous snake they killed that was over a meter long. The �nal count, 40. After the brush had dried su�eciently Mynor 
waited for the perfect day to burn the choking weeds.  Today, cattle graze inside the fences Mynor and Tim have labored to build.

A Work In Progress | Red House
There wasn't a whole lot of progress on the Red House over the summer, but they did �nish mudding and sanding the drywall.
Currently we have two young men, Ben and Lucio  living here to help get the house as far as we can before Nelson’s move here 
end of November. They are in the middle of everything right now. Plumbing, electrical, �nishing the �oors, painting, making a 
new kitchen and a porch out back. They are making good progress.

”
Hold the vision,
               Trust the process.       ~Unknown



• God’s direction and leading in the work
• Conrad and Naomi Gingerich and Family
• Tim and Sara Martin 
• Nelson and Susan Plett and Family
• The need of future workers
• The board as they make many decisions
• For boys as God works in their  lives to come to JBYM

“
”

I can do all 
things through 
Christ who 
strengthens me. 

While the JBYM board was together in Idaho, Brother Keith shared a devotional from Proverbs 22, verses 1 to 9.  There is so much in 
this chapter that relates to the work and mission of JBYM.  The implications and ideas stated here are very powerful!  Verse 9 says, “A 
generous person will be blessed for he gives some of his food to the poor.” NET
A person with vision for the future not only considers his own well-being but also the good of the less fortunate and the poor around  
   him.  God will bless him.  It is not the amount that we give that determines our generosity, but rather the attitude  
   of our heart. This verse reminds me of my 10 year old nephew, Philip.  Our family stayed with my sister and her  
     family during one of our trips to the States to raise awareness for JBYM.  I heard Philip tell my wife  
      that he had accumulated $38 over the summer.  Some of the money he had received for his  
      birthday and some he earned by doing little jobs and errands for his mother.  When I gave  
      a presentation about JBYM at his church on Wednesday night, Philip watched the pictures  
          and listened carefully to the stories.  On arriving back in Canada and re-packing our   
      suitcase we found a folded coloring book page.  When we opened it we found a coloring  
     page of a  red lobster and $35 in cash.  Across the top he had written, “This picture is for you, 
including some money for J.B.Y.M.”  Thank you Philip, and all the rest of you who have sacri�ced to make the beginning of this work 
possible!

“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.”  Psalm 41:1

Stephan Gingerich

FROM THE

Phillipians 4:13
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hands of youth and equip them for 
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communities.
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•     Pray for us! This is a new work and we desire to follow God’s will in this endeavor
•     Spend time with us! We have been blessed with several work teams already and if you would care to        
      help us in this way you can contact Stephan Gingerich or Kevin Bauman. 
•     By giving �nancially! Presently we are in need of fund to assist us with: 
                     o     Metal roo�ng for the airplane hangar and mechanic shop -- $5,000.00
                     o     Finishing the Residential House -- $12,000.00
                     o     Purchasing woodworking equipment -- $5,000.00
                     o     Purchasing cattle -- $7,000.00

•     Kevin Bauman  |  Chairman
           o     kevin@chervin.ca
•     Stephan Gingerich  |  Vice Chairman
           o     chapinfeliz@gmail.com
•     Danny Beachy  |  Secretary
           o     dlbeachy6@gmail.com
•     Paul Weber  |  Treasurer    
           o     pweber.wmf@outlook.com 
•     Keith Wadel  |  Member
           o     wrcc64@centurylink.net

If you would like to have a 
Jungle Breeze’s Youth Ministry 
presentation done at your 
church, please contact 
Danny Beachy. 


