
A story lies behind every painting; a tale told by the artist 
through the colors and shapes he carefully fashions. Time, 
passion, light; all must somehow converge onto one 
canvas and bring understanding to the viewer. This is what 
the painting of La Anchura does. The many di�erent 
aspects of its work and history are now a visual story. We 
hope it gives you a glimpse of the past, and a sense of the 
hope and con�dence we have in the future.
 
La Anchura has been used for the work of Christ, and has 
been saved to continue that work. La Anchura has 
emerged from the jungles once again to be another 
chapter in the story, another brushstroke in the canvas 
that the Master Artist is creating. 

Deep in this painting are signs from the past and visions of 
the future. The hand of God is actually visible as it has 
always been in the work of La Anchura, and as it always 
will be. His promises are portrayed by the artist in the 
scorching �res of destruction, and the signs of new life 
rising again. This painting is a representation of the past 
we hold as our anchor; a rendering of the hope and 
con�dence we have in the future. What cannot be 
accurately depicted on this canvas are the people that 
played their part in this story. The faithful workers who 
molded others as God molded them. The passion of their 
su�ering and joys that would color with brilliance; we can 

only remember.  
German Figueroa is 
an artist from Belize 
who is teaching in El 
Chal at the Tree of Life 
school. He infuses his 
paintings with the 
signi�cance and understanding of personal experience. 
As an artist he has the God given ability to paint into 
existence the reality of di�erent dimensions that engage 
our mind and sight. With this painting, German has 
recreated the colors, shapes, and shades of La Anchura’s 
past, present, and future. He painted this portrait in 2015 
as a gift to Nelson and Susan Plett who were living at La 
Anchura. The painting’s tremendous impact on viewers 
inspired them to share it with others. German and Nelson 
have decided to distribute prints of the painting to further 
advance the work of JBYM and your understanding of La 
Anchura. 

We hope this painting tells you the story of the La Anchura 
we know, and raises your awareness of the work in 

Guatemala. We hope you engage, as we have, in the past, 
present, or future of La Anchura. Buy a print of this 
painting, and we will send you an in depth analysis of the 
painting and the symbolism that is subtly expressed 
throughout by the artist and designer. The print of your 
painting is on canvas, with no frame for shipping. Contact 
Nelson Plett at ndplett@gmail.com for further details and 
instructions if you wish to purchase.

For more information on the history of La Anchura, 
purchase Dara Stoltzfus’ book Jungle Breezes: From Amish 
Farm Boy to Jungle Doctor, the life of Elam Stoltzfus. You may 
also visit our website at www.jbym.ca to learn more about 
JBYM and to discover ways to partner with us. God bless 
you!
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The Wood Shop at La Anchura has been a restoration project that several work teams helped to complete. After 
cleaning out the junk, killing scorpions, redoing the electrical, and putting on a new roof; it was ready for use. We are 
very blessed with the generosity of the people that donated the tools to make this shop possible. The shop has been 
running since May and we are now able to make our own furniture, plus take orders and make furniture to sell. The 
main goal of the carpenter shop is to work with boys, and teach useful life skills they will be able to use for the rest of 
their lives. We hope to run it as a pro�table business when we are making furniture for other customers. We have done 
without many things to save money, so it is a blessing that we can now make them ourselves. The projects to date 
include numerous dressers, a couple tables, a bunch of school desks big and small, and several other smaller projects. A story lies behind every painting; a tale told by the artist 
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aspects of its work and history are now a visual story. We 
hope it gives you a glimpse of the past, and a sense of the 
hope and con�dence we have in the future.
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emerged from the jungles once again to be another 
chapter in the story, another brushstroke in the canvas 
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scorching �res of destruction, and the signs of new life 
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throughout by the artist and designer. The print of your 
painting is on canvas, with no frame for shipping. Contact 
Nelson Plett at ndplett@gmail.com for further details and 
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also visit our website at www.jbym.ca to learn more about 
JBYM and to discover ways to partner with us. God bless 
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Before

After

”~Unknown

Our family moved 
from the highlands of 
Virginia, to El Chal, 
Peten, Guatemala, in 
November 2016. We are 
serving a term with JBYM to 
advance the kingdom of God in 
whatever way God can use us. We were drawn to Guatemala by the 
boy's ranch of La Anchura, and the work it is doing in the lives of 
young men. We are in El Chal studying the language, and 
assimilating into the culture for the �rst part of our term. Please 
support us in our endeavor to further Christ's kingdom by bringing 
light to the darkness, and the truth to those we meet. 

Back to
SCHOOL

Meet 
Hartzler’sthe

New Team Members
Meet 

Miller’sthe

RANCH ADMINISTRATOR

~ Jonathan & Vivian Hartzler,
 & Family

~Chad & Amalia Miller
 & Family

Chad and Amalia Miller 
and their six children 

joined the JBYM team in the 
fall of 2016.  Amalia was born 

in Guatemala, but later moved to 
Belize. Their friendship began soon 

after Chad signed up to serve in voluntary service there.  After their  
marriage, they lived in Chad's home area of Missouri. In more recent  
years, they moved to Guatemala in order to serve in another mission 
where Chad and his boys ran a welding shop.  They came to La 
Anchura just in time to �ll a great need and welcome young Byron 
into their home.  Pray for them as they continue to adjust to a new 
home and face the many challenges every day.



Let your requests be made known unto God.

To let our light shine before others in such a 
way that they will see our good deeds and 

glorify our Father in heaven.

To create a setting where youth from 
dysfunctional homes can learn practical 
life skills and, most importantly, come to 
trust in Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior through the powerful in�uence of 

Christian families.

To build Christ’s Kingdom by discipling 
the hearts, minds and hands of youth and 
equip them for future service in their own 

communities.•     For the continued protection of JBYM workers
•     For wisdom as we shape an Anabaptist program that develops 

Christian principles in the lives of boys and young men at the La 
Anchura ranch.

•     For the healing of the broken homes that we work with in the 
Tree of Life Christian school at El Chal

•     For God’s Word and love to be sown and scattered to the far �ung 
villages that depend on the compassionate care received at the 
Good Samaritan Clinic

•     For the building of Christ’s kingdom in northern Guatemala 
through the e�orts of JBYM

•     For the need of Guatemalan and Central American workers who 
have a passion and desire to minister to the needs of their own 
people

We feel blessed to have been able to spend 2 
months helping out at JBYM.

My son and I came to the ranch November of 
2015, to help with the 2 week boys camp. At that 

time we were introduced to the ranch and the work 
here. Last year we were asked to consider spending 

more time here.
 We're helping put in place a structured program and goals for the men who are struggling 
with addictions and boys that are in need of stable family relationships, as a means to help 
them achieve Christian maturity.
 The men and boys daily responsibilities include caring for the animals, working in the 
carpentry shop, learning construction and maintenance skills.
We have really enjoyed getting to know the people here and working together.

Meet 
Beachy’sthe

~ O�n Beechy
 & Family

Take a Look!
We are excited to 
announce that we have 
launched a website and 
Facebook page. Keep up 
to date with JBYM news 
by following us!

www.jbym.ca



MEET THE

Kevin Bauman
CHAIRMAN

Danny Beachy
SECRETARY

Paul Weber
TREASURER

Jerry Hoover
VICE CHAIRMAN

Stuart Reist
MEMBER

Douglas Vásquez
MEMBER

Meet 
Gingerich’s

FIELD DIRECTOR

~Stephan & Brenda Gingerich
 & Family

Stephan and Brenda Gingerich have lived in El Chal, Petén, 
Guatemala for 13 years. Stephan pastors the church in El Chal and 

has worked in the Tree of Life school for many years. In October of 
2016, Stephan accepted the position of in country JBYM Field Director. In 

this role he will communicate and coordinate with the JBYM branches and 
the JBYM Board to ensure the smooth operation of our work in Guatemala. Pray 

for him and Brenda as they strive to do the Lord's work.

the



To build Christ’s Kingdom by
discipling the hearts, minds and 

future service in their own 
communities.

hands of youth and equip them for 

•     By sponsoring a student at the Tree of Life Christian School (a very limited o�er)
•     By sponsoring one of the boys or young men currently living at La Anchura Boys Ranch
•     By volunteering for a term of service and partnering with JBYM
•     By praying for us
•     By organizing a fund raiser for JBYM at your church or in your youth group
•     By pledging a monthly donation to support one of our team
•     By making a one-time special donation to one of the following: airplane expenses, clinic building project, or 

boys needs at the ranch
•     By giving to the work of JBYM you help us meet our �nancial obligations, provide transportation and training 

for our sta�, and allow those on the �eld to concentrate fully on the tasks at hand. 

If you have any questions or inquiries on JBYM, please contact us via our website 
or email jbym�eldo�ce@gmail.com and we will respond appropriately.

Thank you in advance for your interest in JBYM!

Box 29, RR#2
Wallenstein, ON N0B 2S0 
Canada
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~The Board
Kevin, Danny, Pual, Jerry, 

Douglas & Stuart

Follow our blog and Facebook page for continual updates -- jbym.ca


