
Spring 2016Issue 0006

A GLIMPSE INSIDE

JUNGLE BREEZES

M I N I S T R I E S

Once upon a time, when your grandfather was just a boy, and before the world became 
as it is today, this story is told. There once lived, far away in hot country, where the 
forests are very thick and dark, and the rivers very swift and strong, a small band of 
intrepid explorers. Who braved great di�culties and greater fears in an e�ort to… 

No, wait… It was actually just last November, in Guatemala, where our adventure took 
place. It was hot, the forests dark, and the rivers deep, but perhaps not as mythical as I 
have made it sound. Yet somehow, to me the story of La Anchura has the potential to be 
epic. A story to tell the grandchildren, a story that will inspire the people who hear it, as 
it has inspired me. The best part is that, the story is not over, but is just beginning. It is 
still being formed in the remote Petén region of Guatemala, and the opportunity for you 
to be a part of it, is never far away. 

My experiences in Guatemala have made me reevaluate my purpose in life, and refocus 
my e�orts to be an integral part in the Kingdom of God. If I can make a positive impact 
on the life of someone who needs it, I will consider myself a success. The responsibility is 
always there. 

So I guess it started with a visit I made to Guatemala in June of 2015, to visit a friend of 
mine. Someone mentioned the imminent start of a Boys Camp, on a ranch, called La 
Anchura, in the depths of the Petén region. Its purpose, to teach disadvantaged youth 
Christian leadership and principles, caught me as few ideas have before. When I 
returned home I contacted the leadership team of this new mission, Jungle Breezes 
Youth Ministries, and learned more of its vision in Guatemala. I was invited to visit JBYM 
and discover for myself what had happened and what would be happening there in the 
near future. 

I went for three weeks in November to visit, and help with a �ve day camping trip at La 
Anchura. We took ten boys from the town of El Chal to La Anchura with the purpose of 
teaching them practical skills such as; boating, swimming, cooking, working, ect… 
Below is a chronicle of our experiences.

• • • Pre Camping Trip 2015 - November 12th-14th • • • 
The weekend before the Camping Trip, we went to La Anchura to prepare camping 
areas, and run through some of the activities we would be doing with the boys. This 
gave us counselors a good idea of what our days and nights would involve. Those who 

helped with the preparation were: Stephan Gingerich with his boys, Je�ery and Chito; 
Owen Beachy and his son, Ian; Samuel; Lucio; Ben Brubacher; and me. 

Before we even got to the La Anchura, several things happened that struck us as a sign 
from God. We got stuck with our small truck twice. This was not particularly 
encouraging, but how we were delivered was inspiring. The �rst time, we drove 
through a hole so deep that the back bumper caught on the edge of the hole, 
suspending the rear axle in the air. So there we were, the wheels spinning helplessly, 
while the weight of the truck on the bumper ensured we would never be able to push 
it free. We had just enough time to reach this conclusion, when a backhoe came 
driving towards us from the other direction. Within several minutes the driver had 
yanked us from our impossible situation and we were on our way.

The second time we became stuck the only thing around was �elds of cattle. We were 
several hours from town and about the same distance from La Anchura. If left to our 
own devices, we would have spent the rest of the day trying to dig out the truck with 
our only shovel. Once again, we had merely started digging through the mud when a 
bus came up behind us �lled with men. Once everyone had o�ered an opinion, on the 
best way to free a truck from the mud, twenty of us or so grabbed a rope on the front 
of the truck, and with several pulls we were free. We felt the answers to our problems 
came from God. Too many things just fell into place, which is not exactly typical of 
Guatemala. 

“ As much as we want to give these boys the 
opportunity to better themselves in this life, it will 
do them no good if they fail in their spiritual life. “ 

When we �nally arrived at La Anchura we cleared some jungle, did some outdoor 
cooking, and tried to get a feel of how the camping would go with the boys. We also, 
went over some of the devotional material that we would be trying to convey to the 
boys. 
                                            
After a weekend of hard work we returned to El Chal on Saturday night.

• • • La Anchura Camping Trip 2015 • • • 

DAY 1 | WEDNESDAY
The following Wednesday we loaded up the boys at El Chal and set out for La Anchura.

DAY 2 | THURSDAY 
Group A went �shing and canoeing,  while Group B chopped brush.

DAY 3 | FRIDAY
Group B went �shing and canoeing for the day while Group A chopped brush. In other news, Group B killed a 
chicken and ate it for supper. I’m pretty sure it was more disturbing for me than the boys.

DAY 4 | SATURDAY
Both groups got up early to go in the boats and look for wildlife. We managed to see some monkeys and an 
ant-eater. We were hoping for alligators, but no luck. The rest of the day we went �shing and swimming.

In case you get the impression of an idyllic camping trip, we spent a lot of time cooking over open �res, 
washing our clothes in the river, and bathing in the river. Even though, the Rio de Passion is not exactly a 
‘crystal clear and shaded by willows’ type of river.  The mosquitoes and assorted bugs cannot be mentioned 
without an involuntary swatting gesture which will always be a part of me.

DAY 5 | SUNDAY
Today the ladies at La Anchura prepared lunch for us. We actually sat down at a table to eat, and we tried to 
remember how to be civilized. After lunch we packed everything up and headed back to El Chal. Owen took 
all the boys back to their homes, and that was that. 
   
The next day some of the counselors, Stephan, and Owen, met to discuss and plan for the next Boys 
Camping Trip. It will probably be in April, and maybe another one in the summer. It is exciting to see a 
program as important as this, start to develop, and thrive; even more exciting to be a part of it.

• • • My Plans • • •
I spent a lot of my time in Guatemala at El Chal, in between going to La Anchura, and I really enjoyed my 
time there. El Chal has a thriving church and a school with several hundred students. I was o�ered the option 

Continued  >

to come to El Chal and help at the school until I learned the 
language, and after that I could decide about going to La Anchura. 
After agonizing about it for a while, I told them I would come to El 
Chal for a year, and then decide what I felt I should do next. I think 
the work at El Chal will be very rewarding, and I’m looking forward 
to it. Also, I will still be able to go to La Anchura and help there now 
and then. 

”Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel 

to the whole creation.”
Pray for me as I make this next step in a journey, that really, is not 
just my own. I feel accompanied by those that desire the 
furtherance of the church, and the spread of a message that is 
much bigger that any one of us. I feel the responsibility, and pray I 
will be worthy of it. 

God bless you.    
- Austin Good

                                                      



Once upon a time, when your grandfather was just a boy, and before the world became 
as it is today, this story is told. There once lived, far away in hot country, where the 
forests are very thick and dark, and the rivers very swift and strong, a small band of 
intrepid explorers. Who braved great di�culties and greater fears in an e�ort to… 

No, wait… It was actually just last November, in Guatemala, where our adventure took 
place. It was hot, the forests dark, and the rivers deep, but perhaps not as mythical as I 
have made it sound. Yet somehow, to me the story of La Anchura has the potential to be 
epic. A story to tell the grandchildren, a story that will inspire the people who hear it, as 
it has inspired me. The best part is that, the story is not over, but is just beginning. It is 
still being formed in the remote Petén region of Guatemala, and the opportunity for you 
to be a part of it, is never far away. 

My experiences in Guatemala have made me reevaluate my purpose in life, and refocus 
my e�orts to be an integral part in the Kingdom of God. If I can make a positive impact 
on the life of someone who needs it, I will consider myself a success. The responsibility is 
always there. 

So I guess it started with a visit I made to Guatemala in June of 2015, to visit a friend of 
mine. Someone mentioned the imminent start of a Boys Camp, on a ranch, called La 
Anchura, in the depths of the Petén region. Its purpose, to teach disadvantaged youth 
Christian leadership and principles, caught me as few ideas have before. When I 
returned home I contacted the leadership team of this new mission, Jungle Breezes 
Youth Ministries, and learned more of its vision in Guatemala. I was invited to visit JBYM 
and discover for myself what had happened and what would be happening there in the 
near future. 

I went for three weeks in November to visit, and help with a �ve day camping trip at La 
Anchura. We took ten boys from the town of El Chal to La Anchura with the purpose of 
teaching them practical skills such as; boating, swimming, cooking, working, ect… 
Below is a chronicle of our experiences.

• • • Pre Camping Trip 2015 - November 12th-14th • • • 
The weekend before the Camping Trip, we went to La Anchura to prepare camping 
areas, and run through some of the activities we would be doing with the boys. This 
gave us counselors a good idea of what our days and nights would involve. Those who 

helped with the preparation were: Stephan Gingerich with his boys, Je�ery and Chito; 
Owen Beachy and his son, Ian; Samuel; Lucio; Ben Brubacher; and me. 

Before we even got to the La Anchura, several things happened that struck us as a sign 
from God. We got stuck with our small truck twice. This was not particularly 
encouraging, but how we were delivered was inspiring. The �rst time, we drove 
through a hole so deep that the back bumper caught on the edge of the hole, 
suspending the rear axle in the air. So there we were, the wheels spinning helplessly, 
while the weight of the truck on the bumper ensured we would never be able to push 
it free. We had just enough time to reach this conclusion, when a backhoe came 
driving towards us from the other direction. Within several minutes the driver had 
yanked us from our impossible situation and we were on our way.

The second time we became stuck the only thing around was �elds of cattle. We were 
several hours from town and about the same distance from La Anchura. If left to our 
own devices, we would have spent the rest of the day trying to dig out the truck with 
our only shovel. Once again, we had merely started digging through the mud when a 
bus came up behind us �lled with men. Once everyone had o�ered an opinion, on the 
best way to free a truck from the mud, twenty of us or so grabbed a rope on the front 
of the truck, and with several pulls we were free. We felt the answers to our problems 
came from God. Too many things just fell into place, which is not exactly typical of 
Guatemala. 

“ As much as we want to give these boys the 
opportunity to better themselves in this life, it will 
do them no good if they fail in their spiritual life. “ 

When we �nally arrived at La Anchura we cleared some jungle, did some outdoor 
cooking, and tried to get a feel of how the camping would go with the boys. We also, 
went over some of the devotional material that we would be trying to convey to the 
boys. 
                                            
After a weekend of hard work we returned to El Chal on Saturday night.

• • • La Anchura Camping Trip 2015 • • • 

DAY 1 | WEDNESDAY
The following Wednesday we loaded up the boys at El Chal and set out for La Anchura.

DAY 2 | THURSDAY 
Group A went �shing and canoeing,  while Group B chopped brush.

DAY 3 | FRIDAY
Group B went �shing and canoeing for the day while Group A chopped brush. In other news, Group B killed a 
chicken and ate it for supper. I’m pretty sure it was more disturbing for me than the boys.

DAY 4 | SATURDAY
Both groups got up early to go in the boats and look for wildlife. We managed to see some monkeys and an 
ant-eater. We were hoping for alligators, but no luck. The rest of the day we went �shing and swimming.

In case you get the impression of an idyllic camping trip, we spent a lot of time cooking over open �res, 
washing our clothes in the river, and bathing in the river. Even though, the Rio de Passion is not exactly a 
‘crystal clear and shaded by willows’ type of river.  The mosquitoes and assorted bugs cannot be mentioned 
without an involuntary swatting gesture which will always be a part of me.

DAY 5 | SUNDAY
Today the ladies at La Anchura prepared lunch for us. We actually sat down at a table to eat, and we tried to 
remember how to be civilized. After lunch we packed everything up and headed back to El Chal. Owen took 
all the boys back to their homes, and that was that. 
   
The next day some of the counselors, Stephan, and Owen, met to discuss and plan for the next Boys 
Camping Trip. It will probably be in April, and maybe another one in the summer. It is exciting to see a 
program as important as this, start to develop, and thrive; even more exciting to be a part of it.

• • • My Plans • • •
I spent a lot of my time in Guatemala at El Chal, in between going to La Anchura, and I really enjoyed my 
time there. El Chal has a thriving church and a school with several hundred students. I was o�ered the option 

to come to El Chal and help at the school until I learned the 
language, and after that I could decide about going to La Anchura. 
After agonizing about it for a while, I told them I would come to El 
Chal for a year, and then decide what I felt I should do next. I think 
the work at El Chal will be very rewarding, and I’m looking forward 
to it. Also, I will still be able to go to La Anchura and help there now 
and then. 

”Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel 

to the whole creation.”
Pray for me as I make this next step in a journey, that really, is not 
just my own. I feel accompanied by those that desire the 
furtherance of the church, and the spread of a message that is 
much bigger that any one of us. I feel the responsibility, and pray I 
will be worthy of it. 

God bless you.    
- Austin Good

                                                      



Melissa and I feel very blessed to have had this opportunity to spend a few weeks at 
Arbol de Vida in El Chal. Though we didn’t know many people here before we came, we 
now leave many friends as we return home. As I re�ect on our time in Guatemala 
several highlights immediately come to mind. 

1. Week in Antigua at Spanish school with Ben Brubacher
Looking back, our �rst week in Guatemala was just a wonderful way to start our time 
here. Our days in Antigua consisted of 4 hours of Spanish school in the morning, a 2 
hour break for lunch from 12:00-2:00p.m. followed by another 2 hours of Spanish 
school. After 4 p.m. our evenings were basically free. We roamed most of Antigua, went 
out to eat, sat in Central Park, walked the markets, did Spanish homework, read books, 
and simply had a wonderful time! It was great to spend that time with Ben (my cousin) 
because after arriving in El Chal we spent very little time with him since he is now 
serving in La Anchura (Jungle Breezes) instead of El Chal.   

2. The students at Arbol de Vida
The ultimate highlight of our time in El Chal was the students in 
Tercero Basico (Grade 9)! I thoroughly enjoyed having the 
opportunity to get to know these students. Despite not knowing the 
same language and coming from completely di�erent backgrounds 
they willingly accepted me as a part of their class and I really felt like 
I got to know them well. Like each class that I teach for an extended 
period of time, they began to claim a part of my heart. I will never 
forget the sweaty soccer games, the amusing English attempts, and 
the inspiring, heartfelt, and sometimes on key, singing. 

3. Co-teachers Profe German and Seño Judith
I was blessed to “share” a classroom with two wonderful 
co-teachers—Seño Judith and Profe German. In the classroom and 
beyond they have genuinely blessed our lives and our experience in 
El Chal. Profe German powerfully impacts his students through his 
creativity and compassion. Seño Judith’s organization and 
preparation, along with her fun-loving attitude are absolutely vital 
components of this class! I am so glad we had this opportunity to get 
to know these �ne individuals. They both have a natural gift with 
students and I loved to watch and learn from them as they taught 
and interacted with the class. 

4. Visiting in students homes
We had the distinct honour to be invited to several students’ homes 
for supper. Each family served us a traditional Guatemalan dish and 
lavished servant hospitality upon us. We also had supper at one of 
the student’s family restaurant. These evenings gave us such an 
eye-opening look into the personal lives of some of my students. 
Muchas Gracias Gerlin, Kenner, Bridney, and Irma for the wonderful 
food and friendship! We would love to return the favour sometime! 

5. Tikal
Our last Saturday in El Chal, most of Tercero Basico took a class trip to 
Tikal. This place is truly an architectural wonder which everyone 
remotely interested in history really needs to see. I was absolutely 
astounded by this site! Despite the drizzling rain, we all had a 
wonderful Saturday climbing towering rock structures, eating pizza, 
and spending quality time with friends.

The list could go on. We thoroughly enjoyed our time in El Chal. The 
school is such an obvious and powerful way of reaching into this 
community. Too many of these students come to school longing for 
just a few words of encouragement and a�rmation that they never 
get at home. I’m amazed at the wonderful opportunity this sta� has 
to be Jesus to many young, hurting lives. Melissa and I pray that God 
would continue to bless the work of Arbol de Vida. 

- Joey Shantz

Joey has spent the last two years studying at Faith Builders to become a teacher. Through this program, 
students are required to do an internship. Joey requested his internship to be done at Tree of Life 
Christian School in El Chal. We were greatful to have him and his wife (Melissa) join us for a few weeks. 

A Time of Learning
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To let our light shine before others in such a 
way that they will see our good deeds and 

glorify our Father in heaven.

To create a setting where youth from 
dysfunctional homes can learn practical 
life skills and, most importantly, come to 
trust in Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior through the powerful in�uence of 

Christian families.

To build Christ’s Kingdom by discipling 
the hearts, minds and hands of youth and 
equip them for future service in their own 

communities.

JBYM is a place of new beginnings, a place where new habits can be formed without the pressure of old friends and hometown 
expectations.  Please help us pray for each one of these young men as they learn life skills and daily make choices that will a�ect 

their future.  Our goal is to build Strength in their lives and give them the tools that will enable them to be faithful leaders in their 
own communities in the future.

Grew up in 
Belize in a town where 
he attended a Christian 

school run by a Menno-
nite mission.  As he looked 

for ways to satisfy his inner 
longings, he walked farther from 

God until he felt he could no longer help 
himself.  His parents and his former pastor 

brought him to JBYM along with his wife and young son.  

Has been the top of his class for most of 
the years he has been in our school.  Even 

when his father was killed at Christmas 
time four years ago his good grades did 
not falter.  Nolberto is the kind of boy the 

JBYM ranch was created for… a good boy 
who needs a male role model during this 

formative time in his life and opportunities to learn 
how to work and live.  Like so many boys his age who grow 

up with a single mother Nolberto just needs a gentle push in the 
right direction and encouragement to make the right decisions... 

most of which comes by having a good example to follow.

Let your requests be made known unto God.

•     Central American Youth Weekend Retreat being planned at JBYM for June 10-12. For the speaker, the 
youth attending, and the sta� and personnel at JBYM as they host this event for the �rst time. 
•     Wisdom in relating to the new program as it is developed an changes as JBYM begins to reach out and 
help hurting youth. 
•     Blessings and growth in the church planting e�orts at La Anchura.
•     Nelson as he takes his administrator role and their family shares dad with so many others.
•     Tim and Sara Martin as they make the circle bigger and make room for more in their family.
•     Ben Brubacher as he continues to support the daily demands of a growing program.
•     The need for future workers, especially  Latin American, Christian families.
•     For wisdom for the board as they make many decisions and chart new territory.
•     For the boys coming to JBYM that they may be pointed to a close relationship with Jesus.
•     For the work at the Tree of Life Christian School in El Chal, as the faculty work with many spiritually needy 
students and parents.
•     For the work at the Good Samaritan Clinic in El Chal, that the patients would be shown the power and love 
of the Great Physician. 

Grew up going to Sunday School 
at a Mennonite Church in 

Honduras.  After spending 
several years on the streets 
and experiencing �rsthand 

the emptiness of a life 
without God he gave his 

life to God and became a 
new person.  He was 

recently baptized and looks 
forward to developing as a 

leader at JBYM.  

Was born and raised in El Chal in a Catholic family, 
just a few blocks from the mission.  I remember him 

as a little boy in our children’s classes on Tuesday 
afternoons at 2 o’clock.  After graduating as a 

teacher he became a Christian and was baptized 
upon the confession of his faith… a true Anabaptist.  

Pray for Lucio as he prepares for a 
life of service and faithfulness.



“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all su�ciency in 
all things, may abound to every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8 

As I re�ect back over the last few years and consider what all has happened at Jungle 
Breeze’s,  I am truly amazed at all the energy that has been put into getting this property 
prepared for the vision and work of assisting young boys with life skills. Praise The Lord !

I would like to take this opportunity to THANK everyone that has contributed in some way, 
through prayer, donations, gifting, or taking the time out of your busy schedule to connect 
with those that are serving . All of these things have been greatly appreciated and mean so 
much to each one involved at Jungle Breezes. Without your support and contributions this 
would not be possible.

Also a big thank you to all the work teams that spent many hours laboring in the hot sun 
repairing buildings, building bridges, �xing and helping with di�erent odds and ends that 
have helped to make a di�erence.

 ”Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.”
 1Thess 5:11 (NIV)

At the beginning of this year we decided to gather items to send to JBYM, so a 40 ft. sea 
container was purchased to put these items into and ship to Guatemala. This blessed me 
abundantly as I watched people open their hearts in giving, by bring things such as 
household goods and furniture, hand tools, woodworking equipment, backhoe attachment, 
bulk tanks c/w coolers, cheese making equipment, and many other items that we were 
blessed with. The container left Ontario on March 7th and was scheduled to dock at Puerto 
Barrios, Guatemala on March 30th. I trust the next time you visit JBYM you can see some of 
these items being utilized for the ongoing work of building God’s Kingdom.

In closing I would like to especially acknowledge those currently serving at JBYM. 
God bless you for giving of yourself to serve others.
Don’t we all have a work to do by realizing the needs that are around us, no matter where 
we are working and daily serving our Master, making a di�erence for one more soul.
 
“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant.
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Heb 13:20-21

Paul Weber
Paul

FROM THE

Spiritual Boot Camp at JBYM
- November 21 - December 10, 2016 -

For Whom? 
Mature single English speaking young men. You must be dedicated to build your relationship with God. Are you willing to defend 

your faith? Are you willing to challenge the props that hold your Christian life together? 
Contact Nelson (ndplett@gmail.com). Limited Availability!



Box 29, RR#2
Wallenstein, ON N0B 2S0 
Canada

JUNGLE BREEZES

M I N I S T R I E S

•     Pray for us! This is a new work and we desire to follow God’s will in this endeavor
•     Spend time with us! We have been blessed with several work teams already and if you would care to        
      help us in this way you can contact Stephan Gingerich or Kevin Bauman. 
•     By giving �nancially! Presently we are in need of funds to assist us with: 
                     o     Milk cows -- $8,000.00
                     o     Goats -- $5,000.00
                     o     General expenses

To build Christ’s Kingdom by
discipling the hearts, minds and 

hands of youth and equip them for 
future service in their own 

communities.

•     Kevin Bauman  |  Chairman
           o     kevin@chervin.ca
•     Stephan Gingerich  |  Vice Chairman
           o     chapinfeliz@gmail.com
•     Danny Beachy  |  Secretary
           o     dlbeachy6@gmail.com
•     Paul Weber  |  Treasurer    
           o     pweber.wmf@outlook.com 
•     Keith Wadel  |  Member
           o     wrcc64@centurylink.net

If you would like to have a 
Jungle Breezes Youth Ministry 
presentation done at your 
church, please contact 
Danny Beachy. 


